Hebrews: The Supremacy of the Son of God pt. 71
August 30th || Outline: Seeking, Desiring, and Dying
Central Idea of the Text: Faith lives as a pilgrim in this present age because it has fixed it’s hope upon the heavenly country God has promised and prepared for His people.
Specific Objective of the Text: To be encouraged to seek and desire the heavenly country all the more and to be encouraged die in faith.

Text: Hebrews 11:13-16
[13] These all died in faith, ........ [14] ..........they are seeking a homeland. ..... [16] ....... they desire a better country, ........ (ESV)

INTRODUCTION:
· Something of a summary
· The Patriarchs and Sarah living as pilgrims.
· More than believing in heaven; informed how to live in this age.
· A kingdom not of this world. 

LIVING AND DYING IN FAITH (v.13)
· Died in the possession of faith.
· “in faith” (only time this phrase is used)
· According to faith, these all died – lit. Greek.
· In an assured state of glory and happiness.
· A faith that shapes the direction of life.
· Died by the same standard in which they lived.
· Death – the moment of truth.
· For the one with faith – death is the gate to glory.
· Faith does not require the present possession of all that God promises.
· Died without receiving what was promised – future hope.
· Nevertheless, saw (from afar) the promise.
· Don’t be a Florence Chadwick.
· Faith enabled them to live with an eye toward future promises.
· Living with an eye toward heaven – how do we compare?
· The Christian life is an exercise in trusting what God has revealed.
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· Faith confesses that this (world as it is now) is not our final home.

FAITH SEEKS (vv.14-15)
· Seeks a homeland/a country of their own.
· Ask yourself – what am I seeking?
· The Patriarchs and Sarah were ordinary.
· Not a life of perpetual perfection, but one of seeking God
· Living according to the principle of faith, ruins you for this world.
· John 12:25; Gal.2:20.
· Ask yourself diagnostic questions to know what you seek.
· Our proper and true happiness is not in this life, but the life to come.
· Cultivate your hope, by seeking the right things – things to come according to God’s promise.
· Proof we are seeking what is to come – we don’t go back – who continue in faith.
· Faith doesn’t ultimately go backwards.
· We have opportunity to go back – from a human perspective.
· The path of faith is hard. Luke 9:57-62
· Persevere by faith – it depends on our Triune God.
· The promised reward is better than anything this world offers.
FAITH DESIRES (v.16)
· Desires – present tense.
· A better country/a city with foundations/heavenly Jerusalem/new heavens and new earth.
· We belong with God.
· Longing for happiness and joy in this world ultimately is a fool’s errand.
· Our longings and desires won’t find fulfilment in this world.
· God’s hardwired us for something better/greater.
· Wanting to be happy – normal – but only possible by faith.
· God identifies Himself as the God of those with faith – He’s not ashamed
· What will conviction of things not seen do for you?
· Provide strength for trials
· Puts life in perspective.
· Faith confesses that this (world as it is now) is not our final home.
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