Hebrews: The Supremacy of the Son of God pt. 70
August 16th || Outline: By Faith Sarah and Abraham
Central Idea of the Text: Faith rests in God Who keeps His promise
Specific Objective of the Text: To trust God’s promise when things seem against you, even impossible.

Text: Hebrews 11:11–12
[11] By faith Sarah herself received power to conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful who had promised. [12] Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. (ESV)

INTRODUCTION:
· For a great nation to come from a man, it will also take a woman.
· The story of Abraham and Sarah is pivotal to redemptive history.
· A great promise – land, descendants, blessing.
· A 3-fold problem 
· Sarah is barren and old, and Abraham is old.
· They have no kids.
· Verse 11 – a historically difficult to translate text.
· Whose faith is spoken of here –
· Sarah (ESV, KJV, NAS, LSB, NKJV, CSB, NLT)
· Abraham (NET, NRSV, NIV footnote)
· 3 issues that must be considered in light of “by faith Sarah” -
· The “power to procreate/conceive”
· Historical issues with Sarah
· Abraham the focus of verse 12.
· Solution to the problems associated with Sarah as the subject.
· Grammatical – circumstantial clause. 
· Translation – ‘by faith, he with barren Sarah, received power to procreate.’
· Abraham has the primary position – but the faith of both are in view.
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AN IMPOSSIBLE PROMISE (v.11)
· Sarah was barren.
· God opens the womb.
· Sarah was past age – no longer ovulating. 
· Abraham was as good as dead (old).
· Human workarounds to fulfil the promise
· Eliezer adoption.
· Hagar and Ishmael.
· Neither of these is God’s plan. 
· God doesn’t need our help.
· God gives Abraham the power to procreate.
· Both Abraham and Sarah consider God faithful. 
· The faithfulness of God is greater than impossible circumstances.

A PROMISE FULFILLED (v.12)
· Isaac is born.
· From parents as good as dead. 
· God can bring life from what is dead. 
· Romans 4:18-25
· Parallel of Abraham’s physical seed – and spiritual seed.
· Revelation 7:9-10
· Romans 4:16-17
· Perfect faith is not what is required
· Example of Abraham and Sarah.
· Faith clings to God.
· God’s characters fuels our faith. 
· Numbers 23:19, Joshua 21:45, Isaiah 46:8-11.
· Impossibilities in our life remind us to look to the God who is faithful.
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