Hebrews: The Supremacy of the Son of God pt. 69
August 2nd || Outline: “By Faith Abraham and the Land of Promise”
Central Idea of the Text: From faith, obedience flows, knowing that God is with us.
Specific Objective of the Text: To be challenged to trust God with the future based on our possession of the promise.

Text: Hebrews 11:8–10
[8] By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he was going. [9] By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same promise. [10] For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose designer and builder is God. (ESV)

INTRODUCTION:
· Life’s problems and an uncertain future.
· Us and the original audience.
· Bible is God’s word to us. 
· 2LC 1.1
· Abraham in the hall of faith.

FAITH OBEYS (v.8)
· Without hesitation, Abraham obeys.
· Genesis 12:1-3.
· A drastic call – to leave everything and an inheritance.
· The Biblical characters are not the heroes of the story. 
· Grace initiates – regeneration precedes faith. 
· The miracle of salvation.
· Faith and obedience are always meshed – inseparable.
· Abraham’s call to follow God is at its heart – the same call we have to follow.
· We don’t know with exhaustive detail what the life of faith entails.
· Don’t wait to figure those things out – in faith, obey.
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· Bunyan’s allegory.

FAITH LIVES AS A PILGRIM (v.9)
· Lived as a foreigner in the land of promise. 
· Not a permanent resident – an alien, a stranger, a pilgrim.
· The land of promise – pointed to something greater.
· In this life, he didn’t obtain the full possession of it (v.13).
· Living in light of the already not yet tension.
· We also do this.
· The lion share of God’s promise and blessing for us is in the age to come.
· Issues of life in a fallen world.
· Walk by faith, and not by sight in light of life’s problems. 
· Have your faith sustained by the future promise.
· The Christian life of faith is a life lived with others with faith.
· The Christian life of faith is one of shared circumstance.
· Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were nomads.
· An unstable, uncertain life. 

FAITH LOOKS TO THE BETTER CITY (v.10)
· An expectation that certainty.
· The land of Canaan was not Abraham’s ultimate inheritance.
· Saints before Christ had a living faith like ours – looking to the same future spiritual and eternal promise.
· The foundations – “themelios” 
· An abiding, firm unshakeable city.
· Whose builder and designer is God.
· A forward-looking faith – secure in something not seen.
· Grace through faith from start to end.
· The necessity of being sustained by a future promise.
· A citizen of heaven. 
· 1 Peter 1; John 17; Philippians 3
· We steward what God gives us here in this life. 
· Our possession is future glory.
· Mercies in disguise – the trials of life when you walk by faith. 
· Bunyan’s allegory.
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