Hebrews: The Supremacy of the Son of God pt. 67
July 5th  || Outline: “By Faith We Please God”
Central Idea of the Text: Faith is the only way to please God 
Specific Objective of the Text: To rest in Christ by the instrument of faith which God provides as we know Him and trust His promise. 

Text: Hebrews 11:5–6
[5] By faith Enoch was taken up so that he should not see death, and he was not found, because God had taken him. Now before he was taken he was commended as having pleased God. [6] And without faith it is impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek him. (ESV)

INTRODUCTION:
· The righteous shall live by faith – Hab 2:4; Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38.
WHAT ABOUT ENOCH (v5)
· Enoch in chapter 4 – the line of Cain.
· Enoch in chapter 5 – the line of Seth.
· The contrast between chapters 4 & 5.
· The books of Enoch – pseudepigrapha.
· Enoch did not have physical death – mentioned 5 times.
· “Walked with God” = “pleased God.”
· Thinking about what “walking with God” means.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE NECISSITY OF FAITH (v.6a)
· Pleasing God requires faith.
· Please God should be our great desire.
· Root every notion of being pleasing to God apart from faith out of you.
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THE NECISSITY OF FAITH (v.6a)
· Pleasing God requires faith.
· Please God should be our great desire.
· Root every notion of being pleasing to God apart from faith out of you.
· Good works – the best works apart from faith are damning even.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
THE CONTENT OF FAITH (v.6b)
· Faith draws near
· Worship.
· Faith believes God is
· Exists?
· The bible doesn’t set out to prove God exists.
· Believing that God exists doesn’t always mean your pleasing to Him – demons believe.
· Believe God is = believe that God is all that He has revealed Himself to be.
· Theology proper – the study of God’s being.
· Doesn’t mean we understand Him completely. 
· Faith believes that God rewards.
· The intersection of believing God is, and that He loves you personally. 
· No one truly believes that God is, and the truths of the gospel apart from a work of the Spirit.
· Reward in scripture is not something extra, but a wage.
· Rewarded apart from obedience = antinomianism.
· Rewarded because of obedience = legalism.
· Reward of grace, not merit.
· Because of our faith, God delights to reward our obedience
· The reward is God Himself – fellowship with Him. 
· That God would even call us pleasing – is reward in itself.
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