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December 15, 2024 || Title: Grace Fueled Maturity
Hebrews 6:1–3

[1] Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, [2] and of instruction about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. [3] And this we will do if God permits. (ESV)

OUTLINE: Introduction:
· The reality of Christianity that isn’t often talked about – it’s not easy.
· Out of necessity, living the Christian life requires the grace of God.
· The trouble for the church in Hebrews: facing trials and persecution, while at the same time, being immature in the faith when they shouldn’t have been.
· Hebrew congregation vs. the Roman congregation – 5:11-14 vs. 15:14.

The Apostle’s Solution for the Problem of Immaturity:
· A different approach than in 1 Corinthians 3.
· His plan – stretch this congregation and call them to maturity.
· We must not be comfortable in a state of immaturity.
· “Leave the elementary doctrine of Christ” – don’t forget it, but press onto maturity.
· “Elementary doctrines” – Old Testament principles concerning the Messiah.
· When a foundation is built, you don’t continue to relay the foundation, but instead you build upon it. 

Three Foundation Couplets:
1a. Repentance from Dead Works
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1b. Faith toward God


2a. Instruction about washings


2b. Laying on of hands.


3a. Resurrection of the dead.


3b. Eternal judgment


· Move from these doctrines, to how they are fulfilled in Christ.
· Press onto maturity even if it costs you family and friends.
· It is dangerous to back off of commitment to Christ to avoid persecution. 

If God permits:
· A recognition of sanctification being a work of God’s free grace.
· This doesn’t undercut moral responsibility but it establishes and empowers it.
· Not free will vs. God’s will.
· There is no excuse to not move on to maturity.
· Failing to mature in the faith puts you in danger of apostasy.
· What would the Apostle say to us?
· We need to take God’s Word seriously.





1b. Faith toward God


2a. Instruction about washings


2b. Laying on of hands.


3a. Resurrection of the dead.


3b. Eternal judgment


· Move from these doctrines, to how they are fulfilled in Christ.
· Press onto maturity even if it costs you family and friends.
· It is dangerous to back off of commitment to Christ to avoid persecution. 

If God permits:
· A recognition of sanctification being a work of God’s free grace.
· This doesn’t undercut moral responsibility but it establishes and empowers it.
· Not free will vs. God’s will.
· There is no excuse to not move on to maturity.
· Failing to mature in the faith puts you in danger of apostasy.
· What would the Apostle say to us?
· We need to take God’s Word seriously.

